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Rick George was named athletic director at the University of Colorado on July 17, 2013, 
returning to Boulder where he helped play a role in the school’s first and only national 
championship in football some 23 years earlier.

George, 59, came to Colorado from the Texas Rangers baseball club of the American 
League, where he was named chief operating officer on October 5, 2010 with a promotion 
to president of business operations in February 2013.  He agreed to a 5-year contract at CU, 
and he officially started on the job on August 12, 2013.  In June 2016, the Board of Regents 
approved a contract extension through 2020-21, and in June 2019, the Regents once again 
extended him through the 2023-24 academic and athletic year.

He is just the sixth full-time athletic director in Colorado history, following in the 
footsteps of Harry Carlson (1927-65), Eddie Crowder (1965-84), Bill Marolt (1984-96), Dick 
Tharp (1996-2004) and Mike Bohn (2005-13).  Two others have bridged directors in interim 
capacities, Jack Lengyel (six months between Tharp and Bohn) and Ceal Barry (two months 
between Bohn and George).  

His list of achievements in his first 1,000 days in the position were many, but none more 
significant than shepherding through a $156 million Athletic Complex Expansion from creation through fruition, gaining approval from 
the Board of Regents and then raising nearly one-half of the estimated cost to initiate construction, which began May 12, 2014.  The 
project was the core of the Sustainable Excellence Initiative (SEI), the jewel of which was a long-awaited indoor practice facility.  Once 
green-lighted, he spearheaded the most successful fundraising campaign in athletic department history, raising over $100 million for 
the project.

By the end of his second year, George implemented the department’s first-ever comprehensive strategic plan, which mapped CU’s 
immediate and long range purpose and goals.  He also redesigned the management teams, made tough budget decisions that reduced 
deficits he inherited (and has since produced two budget surpluses), and canvassed the state, region and nation in both friend- and 
fundraising.  The department is now in the second year of the second three-year plan orchestrated by George (through 2020-21).

In his fourth year in the position (2016-17), 13 of CU’s 16 athletic teams were at one time or another ranked among the nation’s 
Top 25 (including all five in the fall; skiing is a coed program with combined rankings).  Included in that group was the football team, 
as the Buffaloes returned to the national rankings for the first time in 11 seasons, in part due to George’s support of Mike MacIntyre as 
the program’s head coach and allowing him to follow through with his plan to bring the Buffaloes back to national prominence.  All but 
one team competed in the postseason, most in NCAA Championships, with football making it to a bowl game for the first time in nine 
years and both basketball teams going to their respective NIT events.

Near the end of his first year and most recently in his fifth, he was recognized by CU’s Student-Athlete Advisory Committee as its 
choice for Staff Member of the Year; no token award, the group acknowledged his attendance at most home athletic events, regular 
meetings with team captains of all programs to interact with them and receive their feedback, and willingness to meet with any student-
athlete and that his door is always open to them.

George brought the most diverse background to the position than any before 
him at Colorado: all five others had extensive and primarily exclusive college athletic 
histories, the only exceptions being when Marolt left CU after 10 years as ski coach 
to lead the U.S. Olympic ski team before returning, and Tharp, who was a university 
attorney with strong CU-Boulder campus ties.  While George began and worked in the 
college athletic world for the first half of his professional career, he stepped outside 
that box for the second half.

George was with the Rangers for less than three years, but saw the team win 
two American League championships and compile a 243-176 record (.580 winning 
percentage) during his time there, second-best in the major leagues during that 
time frame.  As the COO, he worked closely with team president and CEO, baseball 
Hall-of-Famer Nolan Ryan, and was responsible for all facets of the Rangers’ business 
operations, including oversight of all sales and marketing efforts, broadcast and 
communications, ticket and suite sales, naming rights, etc., in addition to overseeing 
the finance, human resource and operations departments.  

Among his many accomplishments with the Rangers was a comprehensive 
branding study that successfully rebranded the ball club, and an implementation of a 
new ticketing strategy that over the course of three seasons increased ticket revenues 
by over $30 million.  The club’s attendance saw an increase of 40 percent from the 2010 
season to nearly 3.5 million in 2012, second in the American League (behind the New 
York Yankees) and third in the majors.  The 2013 numbers were on pace to exceed the 
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George’s first week on the job ... in 1987.

3 million mark again when he left the franchise for CU.
Prior to joining the Rangers, George served as executive vice president and chief of operations for the PGA TOUR for two-and-a-half 

years (beginning in June 2008).  While with the TOUR, he worked with the corporate marketing department in renewing sponsorships 
and creating new events.  He also oversaw the Tournament Business Affairs division that worked with Tournaments to increase 
tournament revenue. 

He also worked for the PGA TOUR as president of the Champions Tour from 2003-08, and as the executive vice president for 
championship management his last three years there.  His major accomplishments included increasing revenues and sponsorships and 
the development of strategic plans, the latter including a vision and mission statement as well as core values.  The Champions Tour had 
grown to a minimum 29 events with over $55 million in prize money when he left for the PGA TOUR.   

From 1998-2003, George served as President and CEO of the Fore!Kids Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization that raised money for 
children’s charities via golf-related events, where he led rebranding and organizational efforts that resulted in increases in charitable 
giving to the Foundation. 

At the collegiate level, George worked in three major conferences (Big Ten, Big 8, Southeastern) in football operations, beginning 
with his alma mater, the University of Illinois, as football recruiting coordinator (1983-87).  

He graduated from Illinois in 1982 with a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts & Sciences Individual Study that had an emphasis on Sports 
Communication and Journalism.  He was a four-year letterman at cornerback for the Illini, playing in 44 straight games and starting in 
27 games in all, as he played two years each under coaches Gary Moeller and Mike White.  He was a two-time recipient of the school’s 
Bruce Capel Award, given for dedication and courage to honor Capel who lost his life serving his country in Vietnam; George received 
the honor for his junior and senior seasons.

Upon his graduation, White named him the assistant director for player personnel for the Illini, and a year later (1983), he assumed 
the all sports recruiting coordinator.  In March 1984, George took over the recruiting chores solely for football, with his first class ranked 
No. 1 in the nation by the recruiting services with all in the top 20; he coordinated five classes in all at Illinois when the call came to 
take him out west to Colorado.

On March 2, 1987, Bill McCartney hired him as Colorado’s football recruiting coordinator.  Two-and-a-half years later (Dec. 21, 
1989), George was promoted to assistant athletic director for football operations, not coincidentally after the Buffaloes finished the 
regular season with an 11-0 record and the school’s first-ever No. 1 national ranking in the polls.  CU lost to Notre Dame in the Orange 
Bowl and would finish No. 4, but came back to go 11-1-1 in 1990, this time defeating the Irish in the Orange Bowl to earn consensus 
national champion honors.  

Shortly thereafter, he left the Buffaloes for Vanderbilt University, where he was reunited with former CU offensive coordinator 
Gerry DiNardo, who was named the Commodores’ head coach a year earlier.  In eight years at Vanderbilt (1991-98), he also served as 
associate athletic director for external operations in conjunction with overseeing the football program.  This was where George first 
expanded his professional role outside of solely football, as he had oversight over all external departments, particularly in the area of 
managing budgets and developing marketing and promotional strategies for all sports. 

George was born April 3, 1960 in Woodstock, Ill., and graduated from Collinsville (Ill.) High School, where he lettered in football, 
basketball and baseball.  He is married to the former Nancy Green, and the couple has two grown daughters, Jenni Reed (husband Tom) 
and Christi, and two granddaughters (Harper and Maddie).
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Jebediah Herb - Academic Counselor - First Season
Jedediah Herb is in his first year as an academic coordinator and seventh year overall with the Herbst Academic Center. 
He made the move from learning specialist to become the academic coordinator for track & field and cross country in 
January 2019. Prior to his arrival at CU, Jedediah was an adjunct faculty member for four years at Colorado Mountain 
College in Steamboat Springs, Colo. During this time, he served a one-year term as the Vice President of Adjunct Affairs. 
He spent his last two years as the coordinator of the TRiO success center, coordinating student services programs designed 
to identify and provide educational advising for individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds. A native of New Jersey, 
Jedediah attended Lacey Township High School where he played baseball, tennis, and wrestled. Jedediah earned his 
bachelor’s degree in elementary education from Kean University in 2003 where he graduated Cum Laude. He then 
moved on to earn his master’s degree in special education from CU-Denver.

Linda Sprouse - Associate Sports Information Director - 15th Season
Linda Sprouse enters her 15th season as the assistant sports information director for the CU cross country team. She also 
works with the women’s golf and lacrosse programs. Sprouse served as the media coordiator for the 2013 Pac-12 Cross 
Country, 2008 Big 12 Outdoor Track & Field Championship, and the inaugural 2018 Pac-12 Lacrosse Tournament. Prior 
to joining CU, she served as the coordinator of media relations for the American Volleyball Coaches Association from 
2003-05, working primarily with NCAA women’s Division II and III and men’s Division III volleyball programs. Sprouse 
served as a graduate assistant in the athletic communications office at Minnesota State University from 2001-03. She 
worked with several of the Mavericks’ programs, including volleyball, women’s ice hockey and women’s basketball. 
Sprouse earned her bachelor’s degree in Mass Communications from MSU in 2001 and completed her master’s of science 
in sport administration from MSU in December ‘07. A native of New Ulm, Minn., she earned two letters as a member of 
the tennis team. The former Linda Poncin is married to Nick Sprouse, the director of olympic sports/equipment operations 
at CU. The couple has a daughter, Lily, and resides in Thornton, Colo. 

Tim Horton - Assistant Equipment Manager - 19th Season
Tim Horton is his 27th year at CU, his 19th as the assistant equipment manager for Olympic Sports, as he joined the CU 
staff in the fall of 1992. His primary duties at Colorado are handling the equipment needs for the non-revenue sports, 
along with helping the football program on game day. The student-athletes selected him as the 2002-03 Staff Member 
of the Year for his contributions and time dedicated to the success of the members of CU’s 17 intercollegiate programs, 
presenting him with the honor at the 2003 CUSPY’s. He graduated from the University of Northern Colorado in 1979, 
earning a bachelor’s of science degree in business administration and marketing. He was a member of the Bears’ ski 
team while in college. Born Dec. 11, 1956 in Leadville, Colo., he graduated from Boulder’s Fairview High in 1975, where 
he lettered in football. An avid bicyclist, he participated in the 2004 Ride The Rockies to test his endurance over the 350-
plus mile trek. Horton also rode the Denver Century in June 2014 and raised over $1,500 for cancer research in search of 
the Leukemia Lymphoma Society. He has a son, Davis Paul and is a 12-year cancer survivor.

Support staff

MT Eisner - Assistant Sports Performance Coach - Seventh Season
MT Eisner joined the Colorado Sports Performance staff in September of 2013 after spending just over a year at the 
University of Denver as a part-time assistant coach, working with all 17 Division I programs. She graduated from Fairfield 
University in 2008 with a bachelor’s degree in communication and journalism and went on to receive her master’s 
degree in sports medicine with a specialization in strength and conditioning from UC-Colorado Springs in 2013. While 
attending Fairfield, she earned four letters in soccer and was named to the First Team All-MAAC in 2007 and 2008. Her 
team was the MAAC Champion in 2005 and represented the conference in the NCAA Tournament that same season. 
Eisner has certifications in CSCS (certified strength and conditioning specialist), USA Weightlifting Level 1 and CPR/AED. 
She graduated from Arapahoe High School in 2004 where she lettered in soccer. Eisner also enjoys playing tennis and 
running. The former MT Church is married to Justin Eisner and the couple has two sons, Sutter and Calder.

Kimberly Detwiler - Assistant Athletic Trainer - Third Season
Kimberly Detwiller is in her third year as an assistant athletic trainer for the cross country and track and field team 
at Colorado. She joins the staff at CU after spending seven years at Texas where she worked with the softball team. 
Detwiller earned her bachelor’s degree in athletic training form San Diego State in 2005 and received her master’s 
degree in athletic training from Oregon in 2007.  She has served the National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA) in 
various capacities.  Most notably, Detwiler served as the inaugural chair for the NATA’s Young Professionals’ Committee 
and various other groups including VisionQuest, work-life balance position statement writing team and Strategic 
Implementation Team.  In addition to this service, she also enjoys giving presentations and writing articles related to 
the field of athletic training. In her free time, Detwiler enjoys cycling, running, hiking, camping, writing and reading.  
She also enjoys traveling, especially back home to California to see her family.  


